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Objective

The objective of this component is to promote and support small and medium mariculture (saltwater aquaculture) enterprises in the Pacific Island countries and territories. This will contribute to employment and economic growth, particularly in rural areas, and in the case of some products will add directly to local food supplies. Mariculture can provide an alternative to capture fisheries, relieving pressure on over-exploited coastal resources.

 

Strategy

On a global basis, aquaculture is growing faster than any other form of food production and is predicted to overtake capture fisheries as a supplier of fish for food in the near future. In many PICTs, however, the potential for growth of the sector has yet to be realised. In 2007 the value of production was USD 211 million, but it was dominated by pearls and prawns from the French territories. In the last five years or so, however, a number of new small and medium sized mariculture ventures have started in other Pacific Island countries, targeting local and niche export markets. This project component aims to build on these successes, and will also contribute directly to local fish supply by culturing sustainably trapped wild fish fingerlings in cages using local feed ingredients.

In line with the recommendations of the 2009 AusAID-funded review of the SPC Marine Resources Division, this project component will start with a critical analysis of the opportunities and constraints to mariculture development, emphasising economic and market factors. It is expected that this will refine the existing SPC Aquaculture Action Plan (2007), which has identified the key mariculture commodities (particularly pearls, prawn, seaweed and marine aquarium species). It will also inform national aquaculture strategies or legislation, which will be developed through a consultative process, with strong private sector input.

This project component will then provide advice and technical assistance with the implementation of the mariculture components of these strategies. This will include addressing issues with production techniques for some commodities, but also help to overcome other constraints, and may include assistance with developing new legislation where required. There will be an emphasis on developing skilled aquaculture scientists/technicians at the national level, and a number of projects will involve post-graduate students from the region.

This project component has strong linkages with other initiatives, notably the ACIAR mini-projects and the work of CRISP on post-larval capture and culture. There are synergies with components 2 and 4 of this programme.
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For more information, please contact: Ruth Garcia Gomez
 Aquaculture Officer (Mariculture)
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This Program is funded by the Australian aid program

  
    Outputs related to the project
  
    Reports
    -   The "opportunities for the development of the mariculture sector..." - full report + policy brief

Link

    -   The Import Risk Analysis for the introduction of cobia
Link

  
    Manuals
    -  SAMOA,  Aquaculture Management and Development Plan 2013–2018
 PDF Link (5Mb)

  
    Fact sheets
    -  Barramundi (EN)
 PDF Link (1.3Mb)

    -  Corals (EN)
 PDF Link (2.1Mb)

    -  Giant clams (FR)                              
 PDF Link (1.4Mb)

    -  Marine food fish (EN)
 PDF Link (2.3Mb)
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http://aid.dfat.gov.au/Pages/home.aspx
../aquaculture/index.php?option=com_docman&amp;task=doc_details&amp;gid=402&amp;Itemid=3
../aquaculture/index.php?option=com_docman&amp;task=doc_details&amp;gid=400&amp;Itemid=3
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Reports/Anon_12_Samoa_Aquaculture_Plan.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Brochures/Anon_14_BarramundiFactSheet.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Brochures/Anon_14_Corals_FactSheet.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Brochures/Anon13_GiantClams_FactSheet_VF.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Brochures/Anon_14_MarineFood_FactSheet.pdf
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    News
    -  Learning about biosecurity to better protect natural resources. SPC Fisheries Newsletter #141:11. (2013)
 PDF Link (302kb)

    -  Survey for milkfish fry collection  in the Arnavon Islands, Solomon Islands SPC Fisheries Newsletter #140:9-10. (2013) 
 PDF Link (125kb)

    -  Practical training on seaweed culture in Indonesia SPC Fisheries Newsletter #140:11. (2013) 
 PDF Link (314kb)

    -  The Nago Island Marine Research Facility in Papua New Guinea is up and running! SPC Fisheries Newsletter #140:20-21. (2013) 
 PDF Link (265kb)

    -  Successful red emperor snapper spawning in New Caledonia SPC Fisheries Newsletter #139:22. (2013) 
 PDF Link (198kb)

    -  Promoting sustainable mariculture in Papua New Guinea SPC Fisheries Newsletter #139:20-21. (2013) 
 PDF Link (334kb)

    -  SPC aids squaretail coral grouper efforts in Guam SPC Fisheries Newsletter #139:14-15. (2012) 
 PDF Link (433kb)

    -  Juvenile lobster collection and grow-out for the food market in New Caledonia – a reality! SPC Fisheries Newsletter #138:21-22. (2012)
 PDF Link (179kb)

    -  Producing Platax  in Tahiti – goals and challenges! SPC Fisheries Newsletter #138:23-24. (2012) 
 PDF Link (186kb)
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http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/141/FishNews141_11_Anon.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/140/FishNews140_09_Pickering.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/140/FishNews140_11_Garcia.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/140/FishNews140_20_Southgate.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/139/FishNews139_22_Rivaton.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/139/FishNews139_20_Southgate.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/139/FishNews139_14_Brown.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/138/FishNews138_21_Garcia.pdf
http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/InfoBull/FishNews/138/FishNews138_23_Launay.pdf

