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Trochus - a New Coastal Fisheries Resource for Samoa

Wednesday, 24 September 2014, 1:55 pm

Press Release: Secretariat of the Pacific Community

Trochus - a New Coastal Fisheries Resource for Samoa

Samoa is the latest country to successfully develop a new trochus (Tectus niloticus) fishery. On learning of the successful introduction of the species in 

Federated States of Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Cook Islands and French Polynesia, the Government of Samoa began its effort to introduce the species 

in the 1990s. Despite some initial losses, introductions in 2003 and 2006 of stocks from Fiji and Vanuatu have succeeded. Assessments conducted by the 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the Samoa Fisheries Division in June 2014 (led by SPC Fisheries Scientist Kalo Pakoa) recovered good 

numbers of live shells on the reefs of Upolu Island from Fangaloa Bay in the south all the way to Manono in the north.

Trochus is valued for its meat and its shell, which is used to make buttons, jewelry and handicrafts. In countries such as Fiji, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands 

and Papua New Guinea, there are factories that process trochus shells for export, handling around 100 to 200 tonnes annually. The main markets for

these products are Italy, Korea and Japan. Its meat is a source of protein for the coastal people and it can also be sold at the local market. Because of the 

demand, stocks have been heavily fished in many of its natural locations, and translocation of wild stocks has been an effective management option. 
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Trochus is one of the most mobilised wild marine stocks in the Pacific Islands region. Since the 1920s over 100 wild stock translocations and 

introductions have been made between reefs, islands and countries to locations where original stocks have been overexploited and to new reefs in islands 

and countries wanting to develop the resource. The ability of the shellfish to survive a few days out of water makes it possible to transport trochus over 

long distances from source locations by road, sea and air. To date, concerns about the introduction of the species in the Pacific Islands have been 

minimal, and the species continues to be moved around today.

While the resource is yet to be fully developed in Samoa, a new trochus fishery has emerged. Since 2009, harvesting of trochus has become a new 

coastal fisheries activity for the people of Upolu Island. The meat, eaten at home or sold at roadside markets, is consumed raw in sea water mixed with 

other invertebrates and is sold in bottles at WST 15.00 to WST 25.00 per bottle for small to large bottles. Landed quantities of meat for 2009 and 2010 

were 410 kg and 764 kg. The shells are not being utilised at this stage; making use of the shell could double or triple the current value of the shellfish.

Now that the resource had established, the next step is to put in place management measures to allow the resource to fully develop and fishing activities 

to be sustainable. SPC is working with Samoa Fisheries Division to develop a new trochus fishery management plan. This work is supported by the 

European Union-funded SciCOFish (Scientific Support for the Management of Oceanic Fisheries in the Pacific Islands Region) project.
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Historical Announcements Made At UN Climate Change Summit

The Congo Basin harbours the world’s second largest tropical forest. It is also a key resource for stabilizing the global climate. 

Photo: FAO/Giulio Napolitano More>>
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• UN News - At Summit, UN Agencies Pledge Action to Curb Climate Change

UN News - Financial Sector to Aid in Fight Against Climate Change

UN News - Oil, Gas Industry Launches Plan to Slash Emissions

Thailand: Court Upholds Conviction On Insulting Monarchy

23 September 2014 – The United Nations human rights office today voiced its disappointment at the decision of a court in Thailand 

to uphold the conviction and sentencing of an editor for publishing articles considered offensive to the monarchy. More>>

Newly-Detected Bird Flu In Southeast Asia

Newly-Detected Bird Flu in Southeast Asia Poses Threat to Animal Health, People’s Livelihoods More>>

UN: Accountability For Israel Vital For Peace

A young girl walks through a severely damaged street in Gaza. Photo: UNICEF/Eyad El 

Baba More>>

Afghanistan: UN Welcomes Conclusion Of Presidential Election

Pictured left to right: Jan Kubis, Special Representative of the UN 

Secretary-General for Afghanistan, and presidential candidates Dr.Ashraf 

Ghani Ahmadzai, and Dr. Abdullah Abdullah. Photo: Fardin 

Waezi/UNAMA More>>

ALSO:

• U.S. Department of State - Outcome of the Afghan Elections

UN Rights Chief: Sinking Of Mediterranean Migrant Boat Amounts To Mass Murder

Syrian refugees are rescued in the Mediterranean Sea, but others are not so fortunate. Photo: UNHCR/A. D'Amato More>>

UN Mission: Advance Team For Ebola Response Arrives In West Africa

These children in Kailahun district, Sierra Leone, survived Ebola but lost parents to the deadly virus. Photo: 

UNICEF/Jo Dunlop More>>

UN: Leonardo Dicaprio New UN Messenger Of Peace
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