
PLANNING:

yy Designateyayteamyleaderywhoyshould
yyyyyyyycoordinateyplanning

yy Teamyleaderytoydelegateytasksyandymake
yyyyyyyydecisions

yy Allocateypersonalygearytoyusersyfor
yyyyyyyyindividualyresponsibilityy

yy Establishyayworkyplanyandydiscussywithyyteamymembers
yy Designateyaycontactypersonywhoyknowsytheyworkyplan
yy Studyytheysurveyylocationyusingymapsyandylocalyinformation
yy Ensureyyouyhaveyeffectiveycommunicationybyyradioyorymobileyphone
yy Arrangeysecureypackingyofygearyandymaterialsy

DIVING CREDENTIALS AND INSURANCE:

yy Checkythatyallydiversyhaveyayminimum
yyyyyyyyyopenywaterylevelycertificationy

yy Onlyyallowyactiveydiversywhoyhaveydived
yyyyyyyyyinytheylasty6ymonthsytoyparticipate

yy Checkythatyallydiversyhaveyinsuranceyand
yyyyyyyyyayvalidyannualymedicalyclearanceytoydive

yy Ensureyyouycanycontactytheylocalyemergencyyagencyy
yy Ensureysomeoneyinytheygroupyknowsyrelevantyfirstyaidyprocedures

WEATHER AND GENERAL CONDITIONS:

yy Monitorydailyyweatheryforecasts
yy Seekylocalyadviceywhereynecessary
yy Planyactivitiesyaccordingytoydailyyweather

yyyyyyyyconditionsyandytidalychangesy
yy Avoidydivingyinyroughyseasyandystrong

yyyyyyyytidalycurrents
yy Alwaysydiveyinytheysameydirectionyasytheycurrenty
yy Inychannelsyalwaysydiveyintoytheylagoony
yy Avoidyareasyofypooryvisibilityy

HEALTH: 

yy Doynotydiveyifyyouyhaveyayheadycoldyor
yyyyyyyyareynotyfeelingywelly

yy Changeydailyyplansytoysuitytheyneedsyofy
yyyyyyyytheyteamyyifynecessary

yy Keepyaymedicalykityonboardy
yy Ensureyatyleastytwoyteamymembersyhave

yyyyyyyybasicyfirstyaidyskillsy
yy Don’tydiveyunderyinfluenceyofyalcoholyorydrugs,yevenytheynightybefore
yy Haveyoxygenyequipmentyonyboardywhenydivingytoydepthsyofy

yyyyyyyovery40ymy

BOAT SAFETY:

yy Ensureytheyboatyisyaysuitableysizeyand
yyyyyyyydesignyforytheyworkyplan

yy Checkythatyallybasicysafetyygearyisyonboard
yyyyyyyy(seeySPCyseaysafetyybooklet)y

yy Checkyengineyandykeepyadditionalyfuel
yyyyyyyyonboard,ycrosscheckywithyoperator

yy Safelyystowyobjectsyonboard
yy Ensureytheyboatyoperatoryknowsytheywhereaboutsyofyallydiversyandy

beyalertyforyotheryswimmersyandyfishersyinytheywatery
yy Stayyawayyfromyascendingydiversy(10ymyatyleast);ymoveyinywheny

theyyhaveysurfacedy
yy Positionytheyboatyintoytheywindyandyswellsyinyallyoperationsy
yy Ensureythereyisyanyassistantyonboardytoyhelpydiversybackyintoytheyboat
yy Doynotyleaveyboatyunattendedyorymoveyawayyfromyworkysite
yy Ensureythatyenoughyfoodyandywateryisyonboardyinycaseyofydelayedy

returny

DIVE EQUIPMENT:

yy Ensureyallyequipmentyisyservicedy
yyyyyyyyregularlyy

yy Packyanyadditionalysetyofyequipment
yy Checkygearyforyproperyfityandyleakage;

yyyyyyyreplaceywithyspareysetyifyfaulty
yy Ensureydiversyknowytheiryweightysystemy

yy CheckyregulatoryandyBCDyforyleaksyandytrappedyhose
yy Beyfamiliarywithyyouryequipment;yavoidysubservicedyandy

unfamiliarygear
yy Keepyfragileyequipmentyinycasesyoutyofysunyandysaltwaterywheny

notyinyuse

BEFORE-DIVE CHECKS:

yy Checkythatyyourybuddy’sygearyisyinygood
yyyyyyyyordery

yy Secure,ywithinyeasyyreach,yayspare
yyyyyyyyoctopus,yregulatoryandydiveycomputery

yy Testyairysupply,ycheckyweightysystemyand
yyyyyyyydepthygaugeybeforeyandyonydescent

yy Beyclearyonyyourydiveyplanybeforeyenteringywater;yaskyifyyouyarey
unsure

yy Ensureyyourywritingyslateyisyinyorderyandypencilyandyrecordysheety
areyready

yy Ensureyallydiversyhaveybasicyunderstandingyofystandardydiveysigny
language

y
UNDERWATER:

yy Neverydiveyaloney
yy Maintainytheysameydepthyasyyourybuddy

yyyyyyyyandystayywithinyviewyofyeachyothery
yy Stayyfocusedyandydoynotystrayyfromythe

yyyyyyyydiveyplan
yy Signalyimmediatelyyifyyouysenseya

yyyyyyyyproblemy(e.g.ytiredness,yairyrunningylow,ygearyfailure)
yy Adjustyyouryweightybeltyandybuoyancyysystemy
yy Fixyproblemsyasysoonyasytheyyhappen,ydon’tyletythemybuildyup
yy Ifyyouyloseyyourybuddy,ystopyworkyandylookyaroundytheyareayfory2y

minutes;yifyyouycannotylocateyyourybuddy,yascendysafelyyandyalerty
theyboatyoperator

Safety Checklist 
for underwater survey work



USING A COMPRESSOR:

yy Aypersonyshouldybeyinychargeyofythe
yyyyycompressor
yy Ensureytheymachineyisyservicedybefore

goingyintoytheyfield
yy Secureysufficientyfuelytoyrunythe

compressory
yy Checkyforycleanyairybeforeyrefillingy
yy Takeycareyofyytheymachineyandykeepyayspareyoneyifynecessary

DETECTING PROBLEMS:

yy Observeyyourselfyandyyourybuddy
yyyyyyyyregularlyyforysignsyofyproblems

yy Signsyofyproblemsyinclude:yrapid
yyyyyyyybreathing,ynoyresponseytoysignals,
yyyyyyyyawkwardykicking,ytearsyinyeyes,yeyesywide
yyyyyyyyopen,yyjerkyymovements,yusingyarmsyto

yyyyyyyyswim,yejectingymaskyandyregulator,yboltingytoytheysurface
yy Onytheysurface,yproblemsyinclude:ylaggingybehind,ychoking,y

coughing,yvomiting,ymovingytheyheadyback,ytreadingyhighyoutyofy
theywater,yusingyhandsyandyarms,yandynoysnorkelyoryregulatoryiny

yyyyyyyytheymouth

y
ASCENDING:

yy Alwaysyascendytogether;yfollow
yyyyyyyydecompressionystopyrulesy

yy Ascendyupytheywallyfaceyifynearyayreefywall
yy Alwaysyfaceyyourybuddyywhen

yyyyyyyyascendingyinymid-water
yy Stayycloserytogetheryinylow-visibilityywatersy

yy Ifyusingyaysausageyfloat,yuseyexhaledyairytoyfillytheysausage
yy Inydeepydives,ykeepyspareyscubaytanksyandyregulatoryatyleast

yyyyyyy10–15ymybelowytheyboat
yy Alwaysycheckyaboveyforytheyboatyoryobjectsybeforeysurfacing
yy Keepywatchyonytheyboatywhenymovingycloseryandygettingyonboardy
yy Beycarefulywhenyremovingyweightybelts,yasytheyycanyfallyoffyeasily

ENVIRONMENTAL DANGERS:

yy Avoidyactionsythatyattractysharksysuchyas
yyyyyyyyfishing:yystayyawayyfromyfishersy

yy Wearyfullywetsuits,ybootsyandyglovesyfor
yyyyyyyymaximumyprotectiony

yy Followyylocalyadvicey
yy Doynotytouchyanythingyifyunsurey

yy Stayyawayyfromyestuariesyandymurkyywatersyinycountriesywhere
yyyyyyyycrocodilesyareyendemic

ACCIDENT:

yy Implementyresponsesytoyaccidentsythat
youyhaveypracticed.ye.g.ythrowylife-float

yyyyyytoyvictim
yy Ensureythatytheyprocessyofyassisting

ytheyvictimydoesynotyendangerytheylifeyof
yotheryteamymembersy

yy Workyoutyayplanyofyactionywithytheyothersyonboard
yy Bringytheyboatycloserytoytheyvictim,yextendyanythingyavailableytoy

reachytheyvictim
yy Placeytheydiverygentlyyinyaycomfortableypositionyonboard
yy CommenceyABCychecksy(airway,ybreathing,ycirculation)y
yy Allocateytasksytoyteamymembers
yy Alertyrelevantyauthoritiesyforyassistanceyasysoonyasypossible
yy Recordychangesyinyconditionyofydistressedydiver,yactivitiesyandytimey

ofyevents

AFTER DIVE CHECKS:

yy Removeygearyandysafelyystowyity
yy Putyfragileyequipmenty–yGPS,ycomputers,

ymask,ycameray–yinycases
yy Turnyoffydiveytanksyonboardyandykeep

yytanksysecureywhenytheyboatyisymoving
yy Avoidyfreeydivingyimmediatelyyafterya

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyydeepydive
yy Wearyaywindybreakeryonycoldyandywindyydaysy
yy Checkythatyallydatayareyrecordedybeforeyleavingyaysite
yy Ensureysafeykeepingyofycompletedyrecordysheets
yy Doynotytravelybyyplaneywithiny24yhoursyofycompletingyaydive

GENERAL CONDUCT:

yy Seekypermissionyfromytheycommunity
yandylocalyauthoritiesyforyaccessytoyworkysite

yy Useyaylocalyguideyatyallytimesyandyfollow
yyyyyhisyoryheryinstructions
yy Respectylocalyrules,ycodeyofyconductyand

yculturallyysignificantysites
yy Teamyleaderyisyresponsibleyforymaintainingyorderyatyallytimes
yy Maintainygoodybehaviour
yy Ensureygoodycommunicationyisymaintainedyatyallytimesy

This Safety Checklist should be used alongside:
The SPC Manual for Safety at Sea, a scuba dive regulation manual, and any marine environmental safety guide.
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