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Pacific Meets to Discuss Growing Overfishing Problem

Wednesday, 1 December 2010, 1:56 pm
Press Release: SPC Communications

Finding common ground between conservation and coastal fisheries management

Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Noumea, Wednesday 1 Decelmber 2010 - Representatives from national government conservation and fisheries
departments and regional and national non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are meeting at the headquarters of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community

(SPC) from 29 November to 3 December 2010.

The purpose of the meeting is to bring together the main stakeholders working in the area of implementing CEAFM (community-based ecosystem
approach to fisheries management) to discuss management, monitoring activities and the challenges faced; share experiences and lessons learnt; and find

common ground between the conservation and fisheries management and monitoring approaches in the Pacific.
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The Pacific region is facing the growing challenge of overfishing of coastal resources that traditionally have been harvested for subsistence purposes. There
are also non-fisheries issues and concerns that directly affect fisheries, coastal resources and habitats, such as land-born pollution, sediment runoff and
coastal development projects. These activities need to be accounted for in an ecosystem approach to fisheries management.

Recently, there has been an increasing focus on harvesting resources for livelihoods, adding more fishing pressure to these stocks. Estimated population
growth in the Pacific region (+50% by 2030) and dealing with possible climate change threats also exacerbate the problem, and in many cases could lead to
overfishing and loss or damage to habitats.

A number of regional organisations, NGOs and Pacific Island countries and territories are involved in implementing community ecosystem approaches to
management and monitoring programmes. There are a range of approaches being implemented, and in some cases there is a lack of coordination with other

activities in the same country or within the region.

The workshop is organised by the Coastal Fisheries Programme of SPC, with the financial support of the European Union under the Scientific Support for
the Management of Coastal and Oceanic Fisheries in the Pacific Islands Region (SciCOFish) project.

The 80 participants are being brought together with the goal of developing common approaches and a way forward for in-country implementation. The
themes for discussion are:

o What role should each stakeholder have in the fisheries management?

o What legislative or policy actions are required to effectively support CEAFM?

o What monitoring and data collection methods can be standardised and how?

o How do we implement a standardised approach to CEAFM ensuring a common message is given to communities?

o What are the specific short-term and long-term actions to undertake and by whom?
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The outputs and recommendations from the workshop will help those involved in promoting and implementing CEAFM improve service delivery at the
community level, with consistent messages being delivered and complementary management and monitoring systems put in place and coordinated. They
will also strengthen collaborations and partnerships and take into consideration possible climate change effects and the need for adaptation.
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= World Meteorological Organization: 2010 Global Temperatures 'Near Record Levels'

The World Meteorological Organization released its draft annual statement on the status of global climate today at UN climate talks (COP16) in Cancun.
The statement details extreme weather trends around the globe in the past year , and says that ... More>>

= Climate Change: Cancun Kicks Off With Calls For Commitment And Compromise

The United Nations Climate Change Conference in Cancun, Mexico, kicked off Monday with calls for commitment and compromise. In his opening
speech, Mexican President Felipe Calderon cited last year’s hurricane in Mexico, this year’s floods in ... More>>

ALSO:

o WWF - Cancun negotiators need to play catch-up
Oxfam NZ - Barry Coates Cancun Climate Change Conference Blog 2
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o SPREP - Mitigating climate change, Vanuatu leading by example

e Oxfam - Climate Change Talks Must Deliver After Record Weather Year
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SPREP - Cancun Must Set Stage for Planet-Saving Agreement
SPREP - Mexican goddess values to inspire climate change negotiators

Greenpeace: What's Hiding Inside Your Tuna Tin?

You know that colourful tin of tuna you drop into your supermarket basket every week? Ever wonder what’s in it? Probably not; in a matter of decades,
tuna has gone from being exotic mystery to an almost generic foodstuff, as ubiquitous as bread and milk ... More>>
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o International Seafood Sustainability Foundation - Conservation Measures Needed to Protect Pacific Tuna Stock
o SPC Communications - Pacific Meets to Discuss Growing Overfishing Problem

illary Clinton: Remarks On Latest Wikileaks Release

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, good afternoon. Do we have enough room in here? I want to take a moment to discuss the recent news reports of
classified documents that were illegally provided from United States Government computers. In my conversations ... More>>

ALSO:

Australian Defence Force - Interview with Stephen Smith on Wikileaks and North Korea
Council on Hemispheric Affairs - Wikileaks and Latin America: Same Old Imperious US Diplomats

Scoop Full Coverage - Wikileaks 'Cablegate' Diplomatic Leak
Asian Human Rights Commission - India: Does Wikileaks matter?

orean Peninsula: North Korea "readies Missiles' As China Seeks Talks

North Korea has placed surface-to-surface missiles on launch pads in the Yellow Sea, Yonhap news agency said, as the United States and South Korea
began military drills and China called for emergency talks. More>>

ALSO:

o Scoop Link - Wikileaks cables reveal China 'ready to abandon North Korea'

: United Nations: Global Economy Unlikely To Improve Significantly Next Year

A United Nations report unveiled today paints a gloomy picture of the performance of the global economy next year, with growth projected to be a meagre
3.1 per cent, followed by 3.5 per cent in 2012 — rates that are insufficient to spur the recovery ... More>>

iji: Discriminatory Tax Forces Shut Down Fiji Water Factory

John Cochran, President and COO of FIJI Water made the following statement from their Los Angeles, California headquarters on November 28, 2010
More>>
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